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After moving to Madison, she worked
at Monty’s Blue Plate Diner, and things
continued to fall into place. “My life
here is full of funny, smart, entrepre-
neurial women,” she gushes. And she
means it For Martinez, the Isthmus has
truly become home—few people speak
as lovingly about Madison as she does.
Madison is also where she really hit her
stride professionally, as a comedian and
businesswoman. “Humor is smart,” she
says, “it’s attractive.” It’s also a skill that
she wants more people to hone. While
“situational funny” is an instinct, stand-up,
Martinez assures me, is a skill that can be
taught and practiced.

Christine Ameigh, Martinez’s bestie and
an entrepreneur herself, describes Mar-
tinez as hilarious, kind, a good friend and
a great dog mom. “Her humor is conta-
gious and can put you in a better mood.”
Ameigh adds that Martinez works hard
for equity and understanding in both her
life and her business. When asked what
motivates her, Martinez doesn’t hesitate.
“First of all, | love the attention.” She
smiles and laughs, “More broadly, build-
ing awareness and community.”

This comes as no surprise—presence,
awareness and community are values at
the heart of her company, Lady Laughs
Comedy. Lady Laughs grew out of the
Lady Laughs Comedy Festival. In the
straight, white male dominated world of
comedy, Lady Laughs is an organization
that focuses on creating inclusive spaces
and empowering women and people in
the queer community. It’s something that
is completely in her wheelhouse. “I'm a
woman first, then a trans woman second,
then a funny woman third,” she says.

A long way from where she started,
Martinez has big things on the horizon.
She’s booked a movie, which stars Dermot
Mulroney, and continues to organize
monthly Lady Laughs comedy showcases
(held monthly on Thursday nights at The
Crucible). She’s excited to see where it
takes her, and she doesn’t know how much
longer she'll live in Madison. Happily, she’s
here to preach the power of comedy
for at least a little while longer. %
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Last Full Weekend

Saturday 9am-5pm and Sunday 9am-4pm
Downtown Spring Green
West of Madison on Hwys 14 and 3

Over 200 Exhibiting Artists
Food, Entertainment & More!

Find Details and More at
SpringGreenArtFair.com

Cabinet painting, door replacement, custom
woodwork, Granite, Quartz, tile and more

Visit our Middleton showroom
(hours by appointment) or
schedule an in-home consultation
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